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6.30 pm – 7.30 pm
How Babia Góra Healed the Peasant and 
Other Tales – Irena Stopa, Karolina Szeliga 
(daughter), Szymon Szeliga (grandson)
PERFORMANCE

Listen to tales which Irena Stopa from Jordanów 
heard from her grandmother storyteller and  
passes them on to her daughter and grandson.  
As a little girl she would overhear how mounta- 
ineer musicians came to play, sing and tell 
stories. She was told that women had nothing 
to do there but Irena listened to everything 
attentively and memorized stories about the 
moon welcoming the new moon, stories about  
welcoming the deer during spring, stories 
about sleeping water about which the birds 
don’t sing. As Irena Stopa says, you can hypno-
tize the audience with live speech, transport 
them to different worlds. It’s important that the  
story refers to the place where it comes from. 

Irena Stopa is known to a larger audience 
from the documentary series “Mountaineers”, 
broadcasted on the TV channel Polsat Play. 
She also took part in the National Contest for 
a Story organized by the Faculty of Polish 
Studies of the Jagiellonian University in Cracow,  
with the Section of Dialectology and Socio- 
linguistics of the Student Society of Lingui-
stics. Two years ago she won the first place. 

8.00 pm – 9.00 pm
On Dreams and Dreaming  
Polina Tšerkassova (Estonia)
PERFORMANCE / ENG

Do we remember our childhood dreams?  
Do we dare to dream? The estonian storyteller 
Polina Tšerkassova will share some folk stories  
about dreams and dreaming. What is it that 
guides us in life, and are the dreams we see 
while we sleep somehow real? Through folk 
stories from different traditions, Polina invites 
the audience to explore the world of dreams, 
relax and have a good rest, caressed by the 
sounds of gentle dreamy music that Polina 
plays on various traditional instruments. 

Polina Tšerkassova is a storyteller, musician 
and a cultural anthropologist from Estonia. 
She grew up in a family where storytelling was  
part of the family life. She interweaves her  
stories with the sounds of musical instruments  
she got to know during her travels around the 
world. These include the African ngoni and 
mbira, the Persian sitar, flutes and bagpipes, 
the birbyne – the Lithuanian grandfather of 

the clarinet, rebab – the Turkish grandmother 
of the cello, the Estonian lapharp kannel and 
many others. For Polina, sounds and music 
are a powerful medium in storytelling.  
She chooses an accompaniment, depending 
on the cultural context, such as Estonia, Scandi- 
navia, Iran, Africa and Mexico. She collects 
her stories while working on the ground and 
reading books. She performs in Estonia and 
abroad. She has published four audiobooks 
with short stories and her own music. Polina 
Tšerkassova also lectures social and cultural 
anthropology at the Tallin University and the 
Estonian Academy of Art.

LOGISTICS: 

Coordination of Logistics – Agnieszka Meyer, tel. 500 616 444 
Logistical support from the Mazovia Institute of Culture – Anna Woźniak

EDITING: 

Editing of festival texts – Beata Frankowska 
Graphic design and typesetting – Wioletta Pierzgalska 
Print: Printed on recycled paper Nautilus Classic 100%.
By using recycled paper, we save trees. 
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THE WARSAW INTERNATIONAL STORYTELLING FESTIVAL PROGRAM BOARD: 

Program Coordination – Beata Frankowska, e-mail: festiwalstudnia@gmail.com, tel. 607 283 818
International Contacts – Agnieszka Ayşen Kaim, Magda Lena Górska 
Promotion, contact with schools – Jarosław Kaczmarek, e-mail: opowiadacz@wp.pl, tel. 506 738 207

PRODUCTION: 

Stage management/production of the performances – Anna Gołębiowska

TRANSLATIONS: 

Interpreting of the workshops, translation of the folder – Magdalena Macińska
Linguistic consultation of the English translations – Alison Fraser
Interpreting of performances and meetings – Magda Lena Górska (FR),  
Agnieszka Ayşen Kaim (ENG / TUR)
Interpreting into the Polish Sign Language – Joanna Ciesielska, Magda Schromová
Interpreting into Polish phonic language – Katarzyna Głozak

Photo: Dmitri Kotjuh



ORGANIZERS:

PARTNERS:

MEDIA PARTNERS:

Co-funded by the City of Warsaw, Government of the Mazovia Voivodship  
and the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage


